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“Notably isolated from the Andige babrepalixan cantana 
by geography and predominantly agricultural in its economy, Kern 
County is California's third largest county in land area. About at 
one-third of the county is situated on the flat valley floor at: the. 
extreme southern end of the San Joaquin Valley. The area, relies 


and mean annual income is low. Ona county level, the median income 


heavily on ChiGano and Black manual labor. The educational — 


in- the county is $11,925 and the median school years completed is, 
12.1. The disparity in educational attainment, type of employment,’ 
and income level for ethnic minorities is evident, and tg the. ethnic 
minorities, it is a-continuing source of aggravation. This is a major 
problem bécduse the minorities see it as a part of an unwritten plan 
that does hot allow any possibility for their own betterment. To the 
Chicanos and*Blacks in the area, employment is related to education 
which in turn is related to income. The issue of school segregation VY 
‘ain this rich agricultural. land has recently reached a new Ievel of 
concern. This paper reviews the status of desegregation/integration 
in Kern County, i identifies the desegregation problem areas in the . 
county, and offers some suggestions for the improvement of this 

ii a aa nae ia problem area. (author/NQ) , 
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he issue of school desegregation in the rich agricultural land of 

the south central valley of California has: recently reached a new level 
of concern. Bea aS ES a ee ee ee 
being a backward, rural cormmity and more recently has been placed in 
the same category of conservatiam as Orange County. Tt has achieved the 
status of being an ultraconservative county-city. siniJarly, | ‘this part 
of the south San Joaquin Valley has also been associated with the problens 
ofthe U.F.W.U. (The United Farm Workers Union) and the farm labor ‘problems 
oe aS Peay Deane Ee se eee: These two areas of conservatism and labor 
unrest have contributed greatly to the confysion of school ene ee ; 
ard the efforts of the local comunity to Integrate the local school system. 

“The problems of integregation, within the county and the local public 
wibccie. te inci irpecmattatdn Ts the: sscthwch pack Of ee Bes: seemed 
Valley. tnd tact that the population is not: large, that ‘rapid transportation 
is hot a serious pi lem, and that children and adults are at least partially 
integrated in schools and places of business alnnney offers good ical 
that complete tetas Sri chdan pak’ Se the coanky would net be veep ALees- 
“eult to ‘achieve. hy ; 

Tt is with this optimistic view that this position'paper is written. 
‘specifically, it is the intent of this péper to explore the following areas: 
(1) to review the status of eer, integration “in Kern County, (2) to 
identify the desegration problem areas in EMis area} and (3) to offer sane 
suggestions for the dnetovenetit of this desegregation/integration problem’ 


area. 3 


ja South San Joaquin Valley) | 
a the County of Karn was orgapized on Apriy 3, 1866 from’ portions of 5 ee . 
“os Angeles County on the south and Tulare County on the north. Sinoé ‘ 
the @iscovery of gold in the bell of the Kem’ River in 1851, this area has 
dneceased in population to its present Populatifin of 341,000 inhabitants. 
Originally, ‘this area of the southern ie, Soacuies was the hame of the 
* ee tite: The first white settler is cone dries this neste ot the eA 
: state was Cmdr. Don Pedro Fages (splfiish)’ who. later became governor of — 
Alta California (1). ~ 
Kern County. Ys California's third largest eounty in land area. Regut — 
one-third of the county is situated ‘on the flat valley floor at the extreme 
southern end of the San Joaquin Valley. The valley is walled in on three 
sides by a horSeshoe slopeti rim of mountains. On the west is the’ Temblor f 
“ae Range which runs northwest to southwest; on the south are the Tehachapisn 
‘ to the east are the foothills shd ranges of the Sierra/evada Mountains. So 
The elevation of the county ranges from: 205 feet above sea level on’ the . 
valley finer to 8, 775 feet at Sawpill Nountain. ‘frart of Kem County 
/' - Aneludes the Mojave Desert, which has an elevation of about 3,000 feet = 
: above sea level (2). ae 8 ip 
Clinete wise, Keim Count'y with its surrounding topography affords the 
yith valley, momtain, and high desert a variations within: 


relative short distances. ‘The valley floor is id with an average - 
annual raindals of 5,72 inches per year.” Durihg, the winter, the valley 
floor eerie low temperatures of oe, low as 26" F, and’ duxing ‘the 
, suRTIEr , high a aia of 105": F. are not uncommon (3), : ae a 
4 mn aon 


, s ‘d ¢ - - 
. mS This desctiption of the south San Joaquin valley. establishes the eee 


geographical uniqueness of the Bakersfield area. The Tehachapis to the = 


‘. south act as a natural barrier for the Lés Angele’ urban dwellers, while 
Fresno a hundred miles to the north still maintains its.rural farming influ- 
ence.. The south San Joaquin Valley where the city*of. Bakersfield is located 
‘is predominantly a rural’ farming area. Primarily noted for its cotton pro- 
duction, Kern County, sath Balereitetd an the gent’ of the g@vernment; also 
produces onions, potatoes, , oranges, plums, grapes, hay, sheep, wool. 
The county, like the mediate Bakersfield area, is notably isolated fromthe 
large metropolitan centers by geography and is channels ataneae in 
its econany. In great part, due to its geography and water dependent econcny, 
" Kern County has from its early beginning been slow in ita development and 

conservative in its outlook towards the fature (4), + ‘ 

’ Kern County is about’ the sla oe Reece tice Island, and 

7 ies combined. _ = 8,064 square miles of land, the county is see : 

\ second largest agricultural ‘producing area in the United ‘States. ‘the pop- 

* ulation of Kern, Caanty in 1970 was estimated to be 330,234 (5). This rep- 
resents an increase of 13.1% for the population since the 1960 census . of 
the total population in 1970, 18,637 or 5. oe of the population was classified 
as Black, while 55, 310 er 16. 7% of on population was classified as Spendih 

_ surname {6). According to the 1960" census report, this was a gain of 41,897 

. or less than .1% for the Black population. The gait for the Spanish surname , : 
was 25, 891 or-a es 6% gain aarias the same period., These estimates. indicate, 
that ‘ha ‘Black Goptateas: in the Greater Bakersfield area, where most Blacks 
appear to be coricentrated@is at best remaining even while the Spanish- 

i speaking aimee gained better than 6% during the ten ave between 

1960-1970: (7). Current estimates (1976) project a 106% incrpase. for the 


‘Spanish surtiane community. ~~ if ; ; | 


aes 


Sten ethnic minorities, in Kern’ ent incliste the FLL ino8 with a 
o a . 


een tae 


\ are the backbone of the agrigultural labor force for the county. The employ- 


a: ‘labor force of 116, 800 (Hoard of ‘Trade, 1970) Aid @ population of about * 
area onber of minority mabe are -field wo 3" is probably correct. : 


4 ‘ 
; achook, haa and the local state college who are.a token representation of 


. the total conmnity composition. ‘ Me ‘Zz : . 


“ ; Bite ., ) ; $ 
No. 13; ah 23. 01, and 23.02 (excluding 28 other census. tracts with 409 or more 


. Chicanos) . _ Outside the city limits; Chiéanos are eeiy located in ‘tracts ® 


and 64 (the ee of Lamont) Ingperdix A): Similarly, most ere ‘are concen- 


population of about 2,087 or Nae Ge population, Chinese with 38 of. 
the population, and Japanese with about .2% of tha population (Census, 1970) . 
Other ethnic minority groups such as Byyptian, Yonenese are too small and 
contribute only a small fraction of one percentage point in the total pop- 
pia ear 

The Significance of these figures lies in the fact that the i pnieey 
of Spanish sumame (hereafter referred to as Chicanos), Blacks, and Orientals. 


‘ment distribution for, the county includes 17.3% agricultural, 19.4% trade, © « 


2d. 58 Govaeenlit 14.4% services as the major sources of employment. ‘With 
74jo00 Chicano aid Black, it can be inferred that the expression that "a 


The exceptions to this expression are those few government staff members, 


retai] business employees, and teachers and professors found in the local 


Also significant about these figures is the distribution of both : = 
Chicanos and Blacks within the Greater Bakersfield. area. According to the | : \ , 


1970 census report (Figure 1), most Chicarios are concentrated in census tracts 
’ : - 


No. 44 (the city of al; . (the city, of. Delano}, 63 {the city of FEVER 


trated in censis tracts No. 15x, 20, sd 22, whitch aré‘all cont iguois tracts . 


within the city of Bebenaitels, and tstcluding ¢ census tracts No. 26, 44 (the 
ay 


city of acct, 48 (the cst of Delano, and 57 (pdvards Air Base) : When 
= ‘ ‘6 A get 
' . e ” i* . ls 
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coupled with numbers of years of schooling and income levels, these figures 


reveal characteristics about the areas. 


TABLE 1 


Distribution of. Ethnic Minorities 
Kern County - April I, 1970 


Family jf 


$6,135 2,996 : $4,174 
4,854 2,12) 9° «5,386 
6,304 2,467 8. 4,280 
4,551 2,123 6: 3,677 
4,515 2,537 15, 4,359 
5,592 4,495 .7 ‘6,189 
5,309 1,896 +6, 4,552 
4,956 3,493 ; 6 5,881 


8.2 
6.8 
8.2 
6.5 
5.0 
6.8 
5.8 
: 4.6 


if It abu be noted a while all: the census tracts where Blacks appear 


to be ochtralized » Kern County were listed, there were 28 other districts 


Be hasiice were left out of the description. | Tract No. 8, 28. 03, 29, 


aa 53, bee example, ey: the follgwiny information. 


¢ 


TABLE 2. 


Schooling and Enecans Characteristics of Minorities ; 
. Kern County - April 1, ‘1970 


Pop. 
- $11,657 566 
. 9,667 479 
29 . 9,800 523 
53 11,692 710 
In contrast to the Chicanos average of 6.4 years of schooling, and a 


mean income of $5,277, based on the eight census tracts discussed above, 


‘. the Black population averages 9.7 years of schooling and qa mean income of 


t 


$4,812. aintlariy, | the averages for four: of the: census tracts not included 
in the more heavily Chicano concentrated areas ‘of this a for purposes» 
of population balance and ethnic localization, are 12.3 years of schooling 
and a mean income of $10,704. Thesé four census tracts, however, are not 
heavily’ populated and are the aeepeila to the general ninority ines 
makeup (8). ' ; 
In sum, the geographical area now called Kern, County is a harsh and — 
semiarid area that is heavily dependent on water and cheap sources ae 
labor. The area is predominantly agricultural and relies Lgoliys on 
Chicano and Black manual labor. As evidenced by statistical data, the 
educational background and mean annual income is low. On a county levg!, 
the median income for Karn ‘County is $11,925 (Board of Trade, 1976) and 
" the median sek years completed is 12.1 (Kern County Planning Commission, 
1975). The disparity in educational attainment, type of employment, and 
incame level 'for ethnic minorities in Kern County is evident, and to the, 
ethnic minorities, it isa continuing seine of kpadavabion, This é a 
major problem in this area because. the minorities see it as a part of an 
unwritten plan that does nak Ble any possibility for their own better- 
_ment. To the Chicanos and, Blacks in this part of the southerm San Joaquin 
Valley, ‘employment is related to education which in turn is related to 
income. After a long and arduous history ras this valley, Chicanos, agin, 
and the other minorities still seek ‘their rightful respect and equal 
opportunity. 
National Deseqreg ation Policy Applied to Kern County ~ 
The étatanent by Showell (9) that "\\ attitudes,’ arrangements, policies, 


2 


and practices which underlie the increased separation 6f Blacks™and Whites 


in this country are deeply embedded in the American subconstious and just 


’ ; / ‘ 
a 


‘ | 5 ee 


.. ‘ . ; : . ~N 
as deeply ingrained in its institutions" has“ ring of familiarity. Not 
that the ring is true and typical only to Bakersfield or Kern we nie 
because evidence for the statement exists almost everywhere in this ° 


comtry. ‘In particular, recall the Supreme Gourt.-decisions that have 


‘affected our lives until 1954 when these decisions were overturned. The 


Plessy vs. Ferguson decision of 1896 by thé Suprene Court granted con- 
stitutional protection to deliberate segregation by its” “separate-but- 
equal" mating regarding facilities for inaie and whites, The court 
“stated Ghat race could be politically and socially free even though 
Insialation could bis cepslttany bo Ainbeindinite AtAn BIL Sedan of Lies, . 
Pn another decision, Cummings vs. County Board of Education, the court 
_ went in favor, of allowing a white school or ‘of education to close a 
Black achool in order to use the money for a White school. The Supreme 
Coyrt in this decision deliberately gave the school boards the right to 
exclude Sian Giilanen ea Sees sasha ponies tee government 
and school districts to: foster racial segregation. These two decisions 
# the turn of the Twentieth ey only served to enuluai the minds 
of white pmexicans inciuaing those in pakersfield si the Kern County aEEA: 
It served to: develop a mentality of superiority and of a privileged clase 
that still exists today. 

In 1954, under the iekdevship of-a fommer governor ton California, 
the court ruled that the “separate-but-equal” provision of the 1896 court: 
decision ‘was discriminatory and, hence, could never be 
vs. ‘School Board of Topeka, Kansas) aan court decision el 
"separate-but-equal" doctrine from miblic school education 
ing itself to making Vena inequalities of segregated education resulting 


from gerrymandered school districts, redistricting, o » tracking. of 


PY students. This left open a wide’ area fot interpretation which local ~ 


' 


school districts, including school districts in Keln-County, have been P 
taking avETIAgS of for years. ‘The court's decision a year later, 1955, 
to. allow for antisegregation to take place on a ‘gradual basis has further. 
delayed the elimination of segregation and its practices at the public . i 
level. Other minor pant dpptadone have also | the success 
/ of the sithaberemntton ruling and have slowed the checiaies of intagreoattie, 
This is further ebidenes that the white daminated society and its institu- 
tions have deeply embedded racial decineien and ‘subjugation in their’ 
subconscious mind (10). 
Congress, th 1964, inden the Civil Rights Act which es several 
a Title VI of this act was heralded as one of the most important 


pieces of legislation to come out of congress in years for it provided 


that no person in the United States should, on the grounds of race, color, 


or natural origin,#be excluded from participation in, or be denied the 
3 benefits of, ‘or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activ- 
ity receiving federal financial assistance. The only provision that was 
mandated by the act was that’no official or court of the United States, 
.was to be empowered to issue any order that would require the busing of 
pupils to achieve racial balance. This congressional Fact 1964 was 3 
ecarted as one of the greatest! congressional achievements of all time. ; 
But like the judicial branch of governtent, the Congress later had to 
modify its language and change/a good part of ‘the direction the congres- " 
F sional act was supposed’ to engender. ' : 
When H.E.W. began to enbeties the provisions of the act on the north 
(Chicago, Indianapolis) ane west (Los Angeles, Tucson), massive confronta- 


tions began and ih a few years “eroded the good intentions of the act (11). 
™ 


£2 


6 


‘In the controversy, 1 Cengress became convinced that ariy segregation found .' 
- in the north was not teally intentional, but rather, that if segregation 

- did exist it was peceube of uncontrollable housing patterns. Thus arose, 

in the mid 1960's, the issue of de facto facto | vs. de jure Ea De De Sacks 
segregation, it has beén stubed, is caused’ by social forces and not. by 
governmental or judicial fiat. In reality, by congressional arid Supreme _ 
Court nonaction with respect to de facto segregation, bot of these govern- 
mental bodies hate earictionad this type of segregation. A policy of "no 
policy” pegarding de ane segregation is in reality a policy specifically , 
“written to preserve segregation. : ae . 

_ The. aleniticancs of these court decisions. is evidenced ‘iin pula 

all, the communities in the Kern County area that have utilized the ‘deseg- 
regation apsipts provisions embodied in the decisions at one time or another. 
, It te the loopholes found 4 thése ‘essentially far reaching dest cide ar , 
* the cameras and agencies of this area closely work through. It is 
is, sogresationistShentality that undermines the original intent of the 


4 


“The city ‘of Bakersfield is the largest of all the cities in Kern. County 


judicial and congressional desegregation orders. 


Sad periearaa. the county seat. ‘The other cities (Delano, pop. 15,250, 
"| Mado, POp. 8 1625, Aryin, pop. 5, 325) in the county are smaller in size 
and population bat are very: similar in attitude and orientation to td, 
city of Baketsfield. The ethnic population and its Localization within — 
the respective ‘edbtas is also similar in pattern to “that of the city of 
* Bakersfield (Kern Gourtty Planing Commission, 1974), For’ these reasons, 
the following presentation of data and its analysis willbe made only with 


reference to the city of Bakersfield. 
The Bakersfield City School District 


10 


The Bakersfield City School District is located princiPhlly within 
‘the city of Bakersfield. It is composed of 36 elementary schools, 25 of 
“: which have state identified ethnic minorities of 25% or greater, which are 


gehea , 
ae administered by one central office. “the administrative offices house the’ 


a 


Superintendent of Schools and all the other typical administrative hens 


and their staffs. The principals, similarly ¢ are housed in their reggae 


‘tive schools, and. they, ingum, administer ‘ny ovine through their | 

" peachers, In Kem County, the student population is approximately 85,479 
and is.composed of 5,883 (6.9%) Black and 18,051 (21.18) Chicano students — 
(12). In the Bakersfield City School District schools, sixteen schools 

“have 25% or more Chicano students. Kern County Joint Union High School 
District encampasses. the whole county while Bakersfield City School 

. District encompasses only the city of Bakersfield, Classroom teachers. 

, (K-8) in the Bakérsfield City ‘School District number 782 of which 37, . 
(4.78) are Spanish surnamed. Of the total number of principals (36), 
there are 2 (5¢) that are Spanish surnamed while there aré 4 (11%) of 
which are Black (13). 

The concentration of Chicano and Black’ students, as evidenced by 
school deeot Tones follows very closely the housing patterns as identified 
by the census report of 1970 by numbered tracts: (Fig. 1). The patter of. 
school boundary line identification ,through the past few years’ has ‘been one 
of extending or itodifying the school, poundary Lines in keeping with the 
direction of the. ee mEnEaEy population. 

As of October 1974, ‘there were six ejementary schools. identified as 
having’ a total enrollment of 3,584 students as shom in Table 3 <n done 
of 1976, these same schools were shown to have, a total school enxoliient of 
3,530. ‘The ethnic minority breakdown ‘is ‘not available since an ethnic 


* 
* 


poids WO EE 
» , 44° 


survey of the schools was not conducted during the 1975-76 academic year. 


In 1974, the Thonis Language Proficiency Test (14) was administered. 


* . at the same schools with the following language results: 
TABLE 3 


_ Chicano and Black Enrollments at Six Selected Schools 
October 1974 -. 


Total Student 
Name of School Population Student Population % of Total 
71 
Mt. Vernon © 817 
Jefferson. . 460 - 
471 
635 


512 


. 
. 
° 


- 


2re26¢ 26 26 2m 
noe on me mm me 
ND AH AH Hn NM 


zn 
fs fs 
an 


*(L.E.S. = Limited English Speakers) 
. *(N.E.S. = Non-English Speakers © . - r 


On a school percentage basis, Mt. Vernon in 1974 had a combined total ” 
of-168 L.E.S. and N.E.S. students, Jefferson 88, Baker, 128, Williams 48, 
fremont 11%, and Owens 9% These results are presented in percentage points 
in order’ to get a perspective of the ‘total student population that’ is exhibit- 
ing severe language difficulties as a result of a different ciltural, back- 
ground. ‘They constitute approximately 108 of the total population of these 
schools « These dresults ‘also do not include Black and other Chicano students 
who can speak the English langauge but have other remedial problems With: the 
rs With respect to state and federal support for programs aimed at over- 
caning sons of the difficuttdes, oh one eee aoe taielali ee 
($2,500,000) have been allocated to these dane ‘schools and fifteen others in 
‘the Bakersfield City School District (15). A complete breakdown of these 
seileds 40 sok avnliaisa andy, hance thw week GE nceey each Hees she 


schools is receiving can not be ‘determined. It can only be conjectured 


- 


‘that at, least one-third of these monies are earmarked to the six schools 
voranta to in this: paper. Close observation of the Titles een monies ° 


originate suggest that mogt iof the monies will be spent in buying curricular 


icici tla and equignent, training of teachers and teacher aides, and admin ! 


istrative overhead. + woe j ; 7 = 
‘ “The six schools reported inthis paper are 7 only schema in tis" 
district that have bilingual /picultural educat ion programs. thare are a 
tétal of 35 classroams within these six school's that | are designated as 

_ bilingual/bicultural education eyed These classroams are equipped 
with bilingual/bicultural téxtbooks, reference materials, andi assorted 


types of equipment. Within the structure of the cIassroam)- the ine pro- 


gram — ince a few minutes (around ‘20 minutes) of EsS.i- (inglish asa i 


second language), and on a weekly basis, séme tutorial aid is given to same 
students as} - To same extent, remedial reading ipatieelon is given to 
those students ,that show the most need. Since most teachers do not keep 
#retords of the numbers of.students that are directly involved in | these 
activities, it is difficult to determine, exactly, how many students are 


receiving E.S.L..and remedial reading inStruction in these six schools. 


-One good quess is that at least three-fourths of- all those students enrolled 


in the bilingual/bicultural education classes also receive instruction in 
the as. 


The Bakersfield City School District wen 782 classroam teachers to 
service its K-8 school prograns. It employs 36 principals to administer 
the schools... Of its total of credentialed teaching staff, 37 are Spanish 
surnamed (4.7%), 46 are Black teachers (5.9%), 12 are’ Oridntal (1.5%), and 

2 ‘are Pmerican Indian (less than 4g). Ethnic minority representation on 
| the adninistrative staff includes 2 Spanish surnane principals (5.5%) and 


se 


* ° ¢ is eo 
a x t ’ i ‘ . 
4 Black principals (118). In the ciaeaeircngy support services, which 


» include regource acca | curriculum and meteriais specialist, early child- 
Mo : oe education acecinitate,. etc. there appear to be an ample supply of per- 
sonnel. Since district student enrolistent figures for Chicanos has’ been ac- 
cepted as 278 and 15% for Blacks-by the school authorities, the educational” 
support services area appears to be in near compliance with the affirmative . 
action plan accepted by the district (16) : 
With nAapack to the bilingual/bicultural education program for the 
Chicano stuients; there are 35 Spanish sumaned credentialed teachers which , ~~, 
are actually involved in the bilingual/bicultural education program. Nineteen 
(19) of these credentialed teachers that instruct in bilingual/bicultural 


a 


— @ducation classrooms have Anglo surnames and speak’ Spanish with at least , ’ 
, average ‘facility (16). * 
, Other aspects of the educational program of the Schools are very simi- 

: lar fo any school prograns f, Jn. okbee parte: of te tniead Beate: The 
staffing and administration of the schools -is alsb typical of any edo 4 
in the country. The problems that the teachers and administrators face in 
the day to day routine of the school year is also common for the six schools 

" disqussed above except that the~problems — more complicated with the 

‘introduction of MER group DEEREES same of Which.enter school speaking 
a different Saraiva other than Fnglish. ) 


The Bakersfield Cammunity 
The citizenry of a city of Bakersfield by and large pride themselves 


te tant wi Seed dE) apts, @ good clean domtdm shopping area, and 
good recreational facilities for all its inhabitants. They pride themselves 


N “in having a good system of government and one of the lovest cost’ of Living 


Ph * 
~ a. 


A areas dh the country 1% aur of these things have cone trough hi 
. vork in an area that is quite hot during ‘the sumer and unomnfortably cold. 


- and foggy in the winter. The isolation from the other parts of the stdte., 
"wil tia zidicite shot the aron’taa’boen ‘adijectecl to frog the urbanjooners 
further convinces the more firmly established families in. the Bakersfield 
, area that they are in fart mastors of their cin well-being and that. they ‘are 
nat about to accept chinge for the sake of change. ‘The evidence that indi- 
cates “that the citizens of the Bakersfield area are very protective of their 
accanplisiments through their perseverence and endurance is” continuously 
, heard in, discussions, reed in the local newspapers, and heard on the, local 


radio stations (18). ‘ = 


While the people of the city pride thenselves in “thaiz i rea aaa 
the voicing se i and their defensive stances that they take’ genecaten an 
atmosphere of protéctiveness and ‘an attitude of conservatism. Not that 
| these characteristics exen't efnlkebie ot fourid in other peoples, but the 
ruralness and relative smallness of the city only compound and tend to 
inflate any issue, problem, Or. action that anyone in the city might want to 
et bring an ‘discuss, | or take. .In short, narrowsightedness and abruptness of 
ot hevline taken by dhaeleiaeney dr ite city elected reprencntatives any, 6 


great, degree, due to this attitude that pervades the whole of the city (19). 


1 
oo / 


. Analysis and Conclusions & Ss. ae 
th data in this paper suqest that this area of the state‘is unique 
: in its geography and climate. As @ hot, barren, and dry area, nee pack ; 
/ me em ba at foe ce ogat by ae ael weeny Wi oleate the 
‘harsh elements that were not found along the sea coast or in the high 


country. spake ier dae Ch Seer ee ~ 


, (+ ; 
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fot a anal fraction of the cost of a binilar parvel of land in any other 
‘part of the state. the early introdiction of cheap manual labor into Kein 
County led to the-exploitation of the Land. the Siléahn that inbassend. , 
this area before the Mglo-fnerican settled here were som. found to be a.” 
great help in thi,taning of the hot, barren Lands. Tn:aort order, thee 
early Mexican settlers became. subservient to the new arrivals. ar inland of 
working together, they aristed apart n ont to mintain their om say of 
life. . 


- 


The separation between the two groups has been maintained to varying 
a . 


" degrees. Sinae 1865, there has been a "Mexican Colony" in this area (20) - 
This is not a justification for the centralization or localization of the - 
Mexican population, but rather, .it 18 introduced to show that this arba.of 
the state has- aq’ long history of isolating and segregating its "different 
looking" of "different language" speaking menbers of the population. 4 

this sbgrdgat ion of the population in this area was not, historically 
ace entirely due to the efforts, of the Anglo group entirely. The 
.Mexican group of Settlers had the option of mdving to the newly created 
cityiot cairericis. ‘The’ problem was one of money in order to buy the land 
and, in due tine, certain areas of the city became distinguishable from 
each other. As new immigrants cane fren Meniico, they found refuge in their 
colonies, and thus, were able to survive in this ngy land. 

” i ests cai cron asst Oe aise ie geen SE ei CELT emacs 
‘in this part of the state. Due in part to lack of financial resources, 
Javea wed culede, ana ti colnet skin, the process of segregation continues 
alia With some individuals, segregation is self imposed. This 
: again brought about by thoes things alzenty mentioned ae well as by 
efforts of the dominant group seeking to insure its position in the econamic 


wg 
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- that there is sofething sinister and evil about those lesser known minority} 


“only react {0 the wishes of the public and/or the irrespective constituencies 
ea in establishing the policies that. goveim the nation, it can_also be implied | 


: and political front. Mostilikely because of fear of the unknown and in- , 2 


security of position, the white Anglo ority is threatened by theggthnic | 
minorities composed ét Chicanos, Blacks, and Asians ‘es reside in this area, 


(21). 


~ \\gimilarly), as -was mentioned earlier, the ambivalent leadership emana 
from the judiciary and the ‘Congress adds to the auspicion.and reaffirmat 


groups. While it is generally accepted that the judiciary and the Congress 


that thése. governmental bodies’ mirror the attitudes and’ biases of the re- 
spective individual lasdactiitn toad 4h: siews hadtiea, That is to say that 
the confusion and segregationist policies emanating out of ae eee 
the state ey is only an expression of the society fond in the ration 
as a-whole. This dots not Sound-1ike an optimistic chservation,, but it 
appears to be’ the reality of life dn the cities, villages, and towns through NM 
out. the country, including Bakersfield, Kern County,, california, 

. the data suggest that the city of Bakersfield ig highly segregated 

with Searack to the various ethnic minorities that live within the city, 

_ Lihits. the census report of 1970 documents this atatenent as does the 
“Jocation of the various public schools.and their student enrolinents. the | 

’ data presented support the observation t any efforts to desegregate : 

the camunity or the public schools has minimal. Only token approaches 

to the desegregation and integration of Chicano and Black children into - 
other schools in the district hab taken place.” the argument most often | 
posed in defense of the feeble efforts at desegregation is that residential Ly 
pattems: for tha area prohibit any real meaningful ie alae Sinilarly, 


} 
+f 
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that the cost would be prohibitive is also a recurrent, argument that is posed. 


| 
BR ey Conbegeeine OE TE Girly Sea pemiation. tee eres (a con- 


5 ‘ servative estimate of 108 has been projected) .boundary line gerrymandering’ ae 
has been practiced in the area for Years. The data that support this state- 


ment is lacking becausaethe local’ school district office would ‘not supply the’ 
2 _ schol boundary Lines of, the last féw yeare for this report (22). It is im 
ae partant to note’ ¢hat the six #chools mentioned in this report have been recog 
. nized as being Chicano or Black schools by menbers of’ the camunity at: large 

for a long timé. Also important to note are trends in residential patterning 
‘~ _and the way in which the student population remains’ almost the same in ethnic 


\ 
\ 


“ camposition. 
| The introduction of biLingual oicultural education programs in the 

school eydtani fue ese heralded by 4 large Segment of the Ghicang population 

as a cure-all for desegregation and the. integration of Chicano children*into - " .& 

mainstream sociéty. While it is not’ to.be argued that there arp benefits ; a ees 


to be’ derived fram such programs , there’ is the isolation and self-imposed - 
segregation issue to be dealt with again: ‘To what extent is the Chicano 
comminity willing to accept integration and upward mobility at the expense 

* of relinquishing its sense of conmmity and cultural initaaedty? 

The educational program that the syatem provides he chltanan GF His 
Bakersfield City School District is typical of most educational programs 
throughout the country. The minimal inclusion of bilingual/bicultural edu- 
cation pregrams in selected schools in one way argues against# integration 
mainly because the program is housed in those schools with the greatest 
concentration of Chicano children. Asa wehiele used to gain facility 

> > Gist to dose tina dy Sealey eile aaacte while waiting to learn 
English, the bilinguaiybicultural education program established in the iy 


19° 
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tckersfield City School system is an excellent contribution. But while the 


i: wl bes 


.aprog an is continuing in grades K-46; the Asolation and segregation of the 
i} 


dents and their canmunities cepbinise, The ideal situation of mixing 
Ghildren sro all the diverse ethnic senate (including the while Anglo- 
.Wherican) ie the bilingual/bicultural ‘education program is very far from 
reality in the Bakersfield City School District. 

The apparent ee towards continued support of bilingual/ 
bicultural education aca ee ‘it impedes desegregation efforts 
fs not true. There are many Chicano youngsters in ‘the barr{os who need 
bibingual /bicultural education but why couldn't these programs be: offered 
equally as well elsewhere in other parts of the city? Bven if the children 
"ware! bused to ancther school in order to take part! in a bilisigual/biculturai 
education program, wouldn't ee effects “ integration be felt? ‘The capa 

. (presented earlier fully supports the: idea of integration with Yelative ease: 
distances are short, traffic is not heavy, and natural barriefs are non- . 
“existent in this area of the valley. 

In sum, it has been the intent of this investigator to present avai lablj 
data on the bi a of ethnic minorities primarily in the Bakersfield 
area. A quick perusal of available data for other valley communities: to the 
north indicates that the patterns - -in this general area of segregation are 
very similar. An selene has also been ra at ah a same of the key 
desegregation problems in this area. While these attempts have been inade 
at studying the segregation/integration of minorities in the south San. Joaquin 
valley, the following recommendations are offered for the- Seen of 

: integration efforts in the Bakersfield area: : ; 
t +. School district priccivies should be ennntated by the 
school board and catmitments already made for the near — 
future should be publicized. 
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2. ‘he school board should make a public statement indicating its 


committment to the ‘desegregation of its public schools. 
3. Plans should be drawn for the inmediate desegregation/integra 
of school children at all grade levels, particularly at (the € 
mentary levels K-8. _ “es 
Local’ advisory committees that incluie representatives of the 
various ethnic groups should be formulated. 
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INSET A - BAKERSFIELD AND VICINITY 


' i) einer : ’ 


ated 


mo 8 min sien iy 
eee | 


19.70 Cenvis at Popatation andHoning ” 
CENSUS TRACTS 
BAKERSFIELD, CALIF 


~ STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


* : Finai Report PHC(1) 18 

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS . P ’ > 2 0F 3 
DY siaya. : : ais » : : ' 
mrs ‘ < : 


. 


. Od et 
| {Py Wty | 
as | 


‘(ly 


bg lpeiel eee 


he 


[ele SALA, 


CITY OF 
_ . BAKERSFIELD 
pees | SS ee * AND 
eres Ce ie con ee - VICINITY: 


: ff ° 
LEGE A ‘ 
Feeeniyt ited Accessy 


. 


State Highway \. 
Hementaty I hoot 


Block Numiiers Read 


ed 

es ilte Fireway 
é 

‘ Parallel to Qreet 


Cahtorna Highway Patrol Office 


RECREATION 


e Improved Camppround 
0 HAumproved Campground 


Privately Operated Campground 
v , 


oe Rifle Bistel Kempe (Out i 


® 


o 
fe ie 2 AULOMORILE CLUR OF SOUTHERN CAL ORNIA OFFICE” 
‘met . 
SALE om MLE 


es “ } 


bo 1 1 ba 
7 eAUTOMOBILE CLUB OF © " 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


ZROP SONI HH UEMOR ST hor amet 


Y ‘ 


— - mm mt me ee 


' 
i 
‘ 
i- 


fe 


i - . by 
| a 
. . ‘ 
4 \ bore 
Mer os E 
i % 4s : 
‘ \ 
f r a, 
Fi | . \ - 
§ exp ean + @p00 sens eme 1 ware ave = \ 
7. | a \ | 
4 y 1 XC ; \ | 
° \ | 
< j | 
; (7) eee . . 3 
Fa | : at ’ 4 
ie . i Me 
Lie \ gi : 
' ‘ 
Ye 4 ; \ . : 
a ; \ 
“Oo he ‘s rat 
oO 2 j ge 
| he \ 
O7.L a” ey, 
(7 oF 2 SS ' Va, 
wy 4, ag” “Sb 
z y } cus * 
4 7 
Poe eters smithiae — mo? Me reali ete 
A: 
! y 
' 
e ! 4 
\ iciet'ly 
iazeowe : 
ah Re setgs- vk i's 
KERN*COUNTY CALIFORNIA | a ae 
: ; ' a hos 
: . . \ . —— = . — ~~ 
_ POPULATION DISTRIBUTION 1970 | ts 
J , | 74 4 
LEGEND op ie - 
: | *e REPRESENTS 100 PEOPLE : F 
--- FUTURE ROAD ALIGNMENT : > an i & oe 
DISTRIBUTION- BASED ON POPULATION ESTIMATES 7 
{ . BY KERN COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT too et ettedetee tae 
t ; . t . : SANTA BARBARA H | 
1 . COUNTY ' ! 
‘ ° 4 8 2 16 20 24 28 . ; Jorn seemee meg 
kl ——————————E— EE ee Fs d ° Pas 
i. , SCALE IN MILES ae ae > 
| KERN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION V EN T U 


“gure et eR ae Sie ea 
“® 


pata pi en ic het at air 
a 


“8 . am 
et | 


* 


i 
i 
' 
' 
' 
i 
' 
ag | 


TUYUL ARE 


ne OTE em 


3 


tame 


targa eines 


AN 


Los : 


tg N 


ee ae © RO be oe mw se 


Stet et ad 


Ye 


r 
5 
5 
s 
5 


REFERENCES AND NOTES 


l. Thelma B. Miller, ye of Kern County California (F. J. Clarke 
7 Publishing Company, + Pp. 65-82). 


2. Kern County Board of Trade, Statistical Economic Profile, 1975, 
Bakersfield, Califormia, p.: 


3. Ibid. 
4. Ibid, p. 16-17. 
5. U.S. Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of Commerce, 1970. 


6. Kern County Planning Commission, Population and Housing Report, 1975, 
Bakersfield, California, pp. 52-6l. 


7, Ibid. ; 


8. Kern County Planning Commission, ibid., p. 60.- _, 


\ 4.9. Betty Showell, itis: Cotete, ‘the Beaialabutt,. he Pree $ 
: School Desegregation Policy," School Review 84, 401-416. 


10. Orfield, G. "Congress, the President, and Anti-busing Legislation,” 
* Journal of Law and Education 4, 81-139. U.S. Civil Rights Com 
mission, Mexican American Education Stuy, Report I: Ethnic 
Isolation of Mexican Americans Schools pf the 
' Southwest, (eshington, D.C., Apcil, 1971). the BakarsfTela . 
Ly Tifornian see an the Q.C.R. hearings, days: a 
“uly 23, p. lL — 


3; July 24, p. 9; November 21, ;. uy sea 
22, p- 8. r] 


1. aad Showell, op. cit.; | p. 403. My own personal observations while 
‘ ++ in Tucson in J and in Los Angeles, 1968. 


12, J. 0. Garcia and Ruben W. Espinosa, "Major Student Ethnic Minority 
Group Concentration in the Califormia Public. Schools," Institute 
For Cultural Pluralism, San Diego State University, June 


‘ 13, Bakersfield City School District Confitmed Report. — 


* 


14. Elenanor Thonis, Dominance Test, 1976, Marysville Reading- 
a learning Center, 0 tt; . 


: 15. Bakersfield City Schools District Confirmed Report. . 
16, Perstnnel Officer, Bakersfield City School District, crit, 1976. te 
17, The Bakersfield Californian, “Bakersfield Because! ," A Golden Empire 


’ . 


31 
23 


Social gatherings and discussions that this author has been privy to and 
can substantiate this observation. Local radio stations KGEE, 
KERN, KLYD are examples. : 


, Local newspaper accounts (The Bakersfield Californian) abound in this 
area. 


Panama School District, Panama Centennial 1875-1975, published - the 
Panama School Distric t, Bakersfield, California, 1975. 


Large numbers of the white population in Bakersfield and surrounding 
area are recent arrivals (from the .1940!s) ery slates eres Teens 
They constitute a neuvo riche in this area. : 


22. ‘Repeated efforts have failed to get this information. The reason given 
by Sie Eisterct has been tat they are under OC-R, investigation 
and cannot divulge this information. 


